
 

Thompson’s Summit Grove 
of Palomar Mountain 

Peter Brueggeman   2024   
 
Thompson’s Summit Grove on Palomar Mountain was started by Wayne 
Franklin Thompson (1913-2004) and his brother James Russell Thompson 
(1907-1962). Their parents were James and Myrtle Thompson of Valley 
Center; at one time, father James carried mail by pack horse to Palomar 
Mountain [22]. Wayne and Russell grew up in Valley Center, coming up 
occasionally to Palomar Mountain [1]. After World War 2, Wayne and 
Russell were seeking a business opportunity and thought that bare land at 
the summit junction of Palomar would be a viable business location [1]. 
They began in late 1946 or early 1947 [1]. There was a gully between the 
present Canfield Road and the business site, which they filled in [1].  
 

 
Future location of Thompson’s Summit Grove at left, at the intersection of Canfield Road 

with State Park Road, April 1939 Dick Whittington photo 
Wayne and Russell Thompson filled in the gully on the left  



 
Future location of Thompson’s Summit Grove at right, at the intersection of State Park 

Road with Canfield Road, April 1939 Dick Whittington photo 
Wayne and Russell Thompson filled in the gully on the right 

 
They were going to name it Summit Grove, but there were too many 
Summit Groves, so they selected the business name Thompson’s Summit 
Grove [1].  
 

 



 
Thompson’s Summit Grove postcard with 1948 postmark  

 
The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on January 13, 1949 [5]: 

 
Russell and Wayne Thompson are building a snack bar at 
their “Summit Grove” Drive In and Service Station at 
Palomar. At the junction of the Palomar Highway, State 
Park, and the Observatory road, and two neighboring roads, 
they have a beautiful location of four acres, covered with 
large firs and incense cedars. After completing the snack 
bar they will build a dining patio and some cabins. 

 



 
From: Frashers Quality Photos pack on Palomar Mountains and Observatory  

Same image as above color postcard but with a wider view 
Photo pack was sold for many years; it has printed postcard postage of 2 cents, which was postcard postage from January 1, 1952 to July 31, 1958 

 
The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on March 23, 1949 [6]: 
 

Thompson Brothers’ Summit Grove service station on the 
Observatory highway, is now open for business as usual. 
They expect to have their cafe open soon. 

 
On May 13, 1949, the Escondido Daily Times Advocate printed a legal 
notice that J. Russell Thompson, Noreen Thompson, and Wayne F. 
Thompson intended to mortgage to Union Oil Company gasoline pumps, 
underground storage tanks, and other equipment for a service station 
business known as Union Oil Service Station L-2980 located at 
Observatory and State Park Road on Palomar Mountain [7]. 



 
 

This ad appeared in an undated Palomar Mountain Stages’ Palomar Observatory Tour brochure, 
with a timetable effective June 30, 1946 

 
Wayne and Russell built several buildings for their business, starting with 
the gas station and a small two room building [1]. One room was a kitchen, 
and the other room was a service area where they waited on customers 
outside, the snack bar [1]. They sold soft drinks, popcorn, souvenirs, and 
other items, with outside tables for seating [1].  
 
The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on August 31, 1949 [8]: 
 

Thompson’s Summit Grove service station opened its 
snack bar Saturday. On the telescope road, they have been 
doing a thriving business all summer, averaging about 
3,000 patrons a week. 

 
The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on September 7, 1949 [9]:  
 

Thompson’s Summit Grove is most attractive with its new 
patio lunchroom. Already it is enjoying the patronage of 
movie celebrities. 

 
 



 
Thompson’s Summit Grove postcard, 1948 several cars in common with above postcards   

 

 
Thompson’s Summit Grove postcard, c1950 

 



Excerpt from a September 3, 1950, newspaper article on driving to see the 
Observatory [10]: 
 

… It is a 6-mile drive to the Summit Grove, where the 
paved highway to the right continues on to Palomar, 5 
miles distant. To the left it is 6 miles to Palomar State Park. 
Summit Grove offers momentary relaxation from the drive 
up the mountain. Here in the cool shade of a thick pine 
grove visitors will find a refreshment stand and restaurant 
and picnic tables, occupied at this time of year by day 
campers from every part of the Southland. … 

 

 
Thompson’s Summit Grove postcard with 1950 postmark 

 
The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on September 9, 1950 [11]:  
 

Thompsons of Summit Grove report Sunday’s crowd to be 
the largest to visit the mountain since their opening. 



 
Vacation – Snack Bar – Mt. Palomar – Ronie, Suzie + Caroline July 6, 1951  

Postcard rack visible in middle window 
35mm slide from eBay, Peter Brueggeman 

 
Reports of large crowds at Summit Grove appear in future issues. The 
Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on March 6, 1952 [12]:  
 

Many people came up Sunday to play in the snow. Wayne 
Thompson of Summit Grove calls it the “biggest crowd of 
the season.” In fact, there was such a mob that the road 
crews could hardly get thru to clear the snow from the 
roads. 

 
The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on March 14, 1952 [13]:  
 

More rain and snow, following close upon last week’s 
storm. The snow plows have been kept busy. … But bright 
sunshine, Sunday morning, brought crowds up to play in 
the snow – 12 to 14 inches of it. Thompson’s Summit 



Grove reports 50 more people than the previous Sunday, 
which had been the bumper crowd of the season. 
 
 

 
Thompson’s Summit Grove matchbook, undated 

 
 
On June 30, 1952, the Escondido Daily Times-Advocate ran a Notice of 
Sale stating the J. Russell Thompson and Noreen M. Thompson intended 
to sell to Carl H. Bergman and Florence Bergman of Palomar Mountain 
the property described as “all stock in trade, fixtures, equipment and good 
will of a certain business known as Thompson’s Summit Grove …” [14]. 
 
Russell Thompson sold his share of the Summit Grove business to Carl 
Henry “Wog” Bergman (1927-2022), a Palomar Mountain resident and a 
third generation descendent of Palomar Mountain pioneer Enos Thomas 
Mendenhall [1]. 
 



The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on July 24, 1952 [15]:  
 

Russel (sic) Thompson has sold out his interest in Summit 
Grove to Carl Bergman. They have started a stand down in 
school camp, selling pop, candy and souvenirs. 

 
The School Camp was located in Doane Valley on lease from the Palomar 
Mountain State Park and provided camping experiences for San Diego 
school students and for San Diego families [16]. State Park visitors and 
campers would undoubtedly have patronized their store as well. Russell 
and Noreen Thompson later owned Jimmie’s Coffee Shop near Point 
Loma [26].  
 
The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on January 16, 1953 [17]:  
  

One more point on the mountain has electricity: 
Thompson’s Summit Grove! 

 
The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on September 10, 1953 
[18]:  
  

Labor Day weekend brought a record crowd to the 
mountain’s resort area. The Camp Sites cabins were filled, 
camps in the parks were filled and even the fire safety zone 
above the intersection was filled with campers. Business at 
Summit Grove is reported to be an all-time high. 
 

The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on December 23, 1953 [19]:  
 

Thompson’s Summit Grove is undergoing improvements. 
The snack bar is being enlarged. Winter customers will be 
able to eat indoors.  
 



Wayne Thompson, part owner of Summit Grove, is to be 
married Saturday. The bride is a WAVE stationed in San 
Diego, Miss Shirley Heckemeyer. During Thompson’s 
absence his brother, Glen Thompson, will manage the 
Summit Grove business. 

 
Shirley Ann Heckemeyer (1928- ) lived in Coronado and worked at the foot 
of Broadway as a U.S. Navy Wave electronics technician [1,2]. Intrigued by 
newsreels she had seen about the telescope on Palomar Mountain, she 
decided to visit on three-day liberty during the summer of 1953 [1,2]. 
Shirley pedaled her three-speed bicycle to Kearney Mesa, where she 
caught a ride with a traveling salesman up Highway 395 [1,2]. The salesman 
was intrigued by the prospect of a side trip and drove her up Palomar 
Mountain, and finally to Wayne Thompson’s Summit Grove and its Union 
Oil Station [1]. Shirley continued her bike ride to the Observatory but 
became too tired [1]. She went back to the snack bar, asked Wayne about 
the nearest motel, and he replied that there was none, that it was back 
down the Mountain [1,2].  
 
Wayne said that he sometimes rented out a spare bedroom, and asked if 
she was interested... she was [1,2]. Wayne said the room had to be tidied up 
from the previous occupant, and it would be ready later [1].  
 
Shirley walked to the Observatory and back, had a hamburger at the snack 
bar, and stayed the night [1]. Wayne slept that night on the couch; the 
“spare” room was ordinarily his room [1]. The next day, Wayne showed 
her around Palomar Mountain [1]. Then Shirley started back to town, 
spending the night in Escondido [1,2]. 
 
Wayne came into town from Palomar and took Shirley to a movie, and 
they started seeing each other whenever they could [1,2]. Six months later in 
1954, they were married; she was discharged from the Navy and moved to 
Palomar Mountain [1,2]. 
 



The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on November 4, 1954 [20]:  
 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert Barnes returned last week to their 
home in Thermal. They have been staying in their trailer at 
Summit Grove, while Barnes worked on Thompson’s new 
dining room which has been added to the Snack Bar. 
Wayne Thompson and Carl Bergman will soon have the 
dining room ready for use. 

 
The restaurant building was built in 1954, with an attached storage room 
(later, a grocery store); the snack bar kitchen was incorporated into the 
restaurant as its kitchen [1].  
 
The food available for sale was basic, including hamburgers, hot dogs, and 
coffee [1]. Shirley introduced hot chocolate as an item for snow visitors 
which proved extremely popular [1].  
 
The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on April 28, 1955 [21]:  
 

Work has started on the new store at Summit Grove. When 
completed, the store now operating at Crest Line in the 
former Tillinghast building, will move into it. 

 
The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on July 19, 1955 [23]:  
 

Thompson’s Summit Grove reports more business this year 
than in any preceding year. The new store is well on its 
way to completion, with the carpenter, Herbert Barnes, 
back on the job. Last fall Barnes directed the construction 
of the addition to the snack-bar. Mr. and Mrs. Barnes come 
up from their home in Thermal with their trailer for an 
outing while the construction goes on. 
 



George Powell, who has been employed at Snack Bar for 
the past year, plans to leave for a year of college. He is 
considering Palomar JC, where he will major in physical 
science.  

 
The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on September 23, 1955 
[24]:  
 

The store at Crestline has closed and will reopen at 
Thompsons’ Summit Grove when the new building is 
finished. The Crestline house, formerly the Ralph 
Tillinghast store, will be occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Henry 
Walker. Walker has resigned from his position as manager 
of Baptist Camp and will be available for various work 
needed by mountain residents. 

 

 
Thompson’s Summit Grove, c1956  

note the round orange gas station sign on the left side of the white signage pole, which is enlarged below 



 

 



 
 

Union 76 gas station sign from Thompson’s Summit Grove Peter Brueggeman  

 
 
Thompson’s Summit Grove was a 24/7 business, and vacations were 
difficult to arrange [1]. 
 
 



A wide variety of Palomar Mountain souvenirs were produced and 
available, including paperweights, salt and pepper shakers, 
thermometer, ash trays, and pennants [1]. 
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The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on January 3, 1958 [25]:  
 

Thursday’s mail was the last at the old Palomar Mountain 
Post Office at Bailey’s. On that day Post Office Inspector 
Lynch was here from San Francisco to move the mountain 
post office from Bailey’s to Thompson’s Summit Grove, 
where Wayne Thompson will assume duties as temporary 
postmaster until all tests are cleared and a permanent 
postmaster is named. 

 

 



In its second 
season and final 
season, the Ski 
Palomar 
Mountain 
operations were 
managed by a 
local crew of 
three, including 
Wayne 
Thompson of 
Summit Grove; 
the ski run 
opened on 24 
December 1967, 
with 2.5 feet of 
snow [4]. [SDHC photo] 

 
 
 
 



 
Thompson’s Summit Grove, 1970 Eloise Perkins photo 

 
 
 



Sometime before 1971, Ralph J. (1919-2005) and Lelia B. Kulk became co-
owners of Thompson’s Summit Grove with Wayne and Shirley 
Thompson, being listed on a legal notice for sale of alcoholic beverages at 
Thompson’s Summit Grove [27]. The Kulks had purchased Carl Bergman’s 
share of the business. 
 
The Escondido Daily Times Advocate reported on September 25, 1973 
[28]:  
 

Ralph Kulk, owner of the Summit store and restaurant at 
Palomar Mountain, reported the theft of a radio, candy, 
cigarettes and food stuffs valued at $250. Kulk said the 
burglar broke a window to gain entry. 

 
 
The November 1975 issue of Choppers Magazine had an article on a 
motorcycle run and campout at Thompson’s Summit Grove, entitled 
"From the Quaff Barrel with inebriation, a joyous pilgrimage to Palomar 
Mountain," and mentioning Ralph Kulk and the cafe manager and cook 
Betty Koppen. Palomar’s Smith Mountain Boys played music for the 
motorcycle campers. 
 



 
  



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Several shooting locations for the 1977 release of the film The Crater 
Lake Monster were on Palomar Mountain including the Summit Grove gas 
station and restaurant. In film publicity, special thanks were given to 
several people including Bev and Ralph Kulk of Summit Grove.  
 

 
. 



Screen snapshots of interior and exterior Summit Grove scenes follow: 
 

 
Richard Cardella, as Sheriff Steve Hanson 



 
Bob Hyman, as Dr. Richard Calkins, on left 

Richard Cardella, as Sheriff Steve Hanson, on right 
 



 
Richard Cardella, as Sheriff Steve Hanson, checking out a suspicious car,  

which is being driven by the robber 



 
Sonny Shepard, as the robber 

 



 
Sonny Shepard, as the robber, checking if the sheriff is not watching 

 



 
Sonny Shepard, as the robber, getting out to his car unobserved  

 
 



 
Sonny Shepard, as the robber, pulling out his pistol as he gets in his car to leave. 

 



 
Richard Cardella, as Sheriff Steve Hanson, returns fire from the robber 

 
 
 



 
Richard Cardella, as Sheriff Steve Hanson, starting his car to chase the robber 

 
 



 
Richard Cardella, as Sheriff Steve Hanson, chasing after the robber 

 
 
The Thompsons lived on Palomar Mountain until 1977, at which time they 
and the Kulks sold the Summit Grove store and restaurant property to the 
Yoga Center of California in Costa Mesa, who renamed the restaurant to 
Mother’s Kitchen [2,3].  
 
The Thompson’s then moved to Oregon [2]. Wayne Thompson died in 
2004, and Shirley Thompson moved back to Palomar Mountain, living 
next door to her son Mark and his family [2]. 
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