Robert Haley Asher Paintings

Peter Brueggeman, 2025

while in school in San Diego, and later in 1901, Theo Bailey brought him up

% Robert Haley

Asher,

. 9 September 1945

Robert Haley
Asher was born 28
March 1868, in
California to
parents Josephus
Marian Asher, Sr.
and Sarah H.
Clark. Robert
Asher’s father was
a nurseryman and
County Assessor
in San Diego.

Robert Asher first
visited Palomar
Mountain in 1901,
and settled on
Palomar Mountain
in 1903. Asher
lived in the Pauma
Creek / State Park
area on Palomar
Mountain. The
Bailey family was
responsible for his
interest in Palomar
Mountain as he
met Olie Bailey
on his first visit to

Palomar Mountain. Asher stayed with the Bailey's, and then camped at Iron Springs. Asher

homesteaded on Palomar Mountain, and ultimately had 160 acres.

Robert Asher took Maurice Braun’s class in oil painting at Mesa Grande. Asher moved off
Palomar Mountain in 1946 for health reasons. He moved to his sister's (Mrs. Josephine A.
Vacher) place in El Cajon at the sharp bend in Fuerte Road on the east side of Mount Helix,



where he slept in a tent in her backyard, and later a cabin he built. Asher continued to visit
Palomar Mountain until 1951, and passed away in 25 April 1953 at age 85. He never married,
and 1is buried in Mt. Hope Cemetery in San Diego. In his immediate family, Robert Asher was
survived by his sister Mrs. Josephine A. Vacher of El Cajon, a sister Mrs. Dorcas Drown of
Spring Valley, and a brother Josephus Asher of Mission Beach.

Robert Asher compiled a list of his paintings in 1939, which is at the end of this document.
Some of the paintings below are identifiable in that list and are linked with his comments.

The family of Josephine Vacher, the brother of Robert Asher, holds many Asher paintings (via
Jennifer Wassel). Three are owned by the family of Marian Weber (#2 and #28 via Gaylene Eisenach).



No.2. Name: Price:

Tan guestion mark on green slope -- ocaks and firs beyond
apalnst & greenish mountain and a pale greenish sky. 1l8xzl.



No.E. Name? Frice:

Yellow tree throwing curious shadow -- part of ccnifer in
froat and to left -- on green and yellow flat -- blue ridge in
3backgruund. Very little sky showing. 20x26.



No. &, Name: Frice:

Rolling busny yellow ana green polaot -- eucalyptus, preen
ridge, blue ridge, greeny-yellow sky. <0 x <6 1/k.



HNo. 9. Name: Price:

Slantiing-rocks forcground -- part of large osk at left --
sinall fir at right -- wooded slope -- nigh bare slope -- very
liitle pale sky. 20 X l€.




Ko.l2. MName: srice:

Rocky ereen flat -- two flat ocak trees -- far blue ridee a
and pale grecanish sky. 18 x 21,




ho. 16, Name: Price:

Tiger lilies. 13 = 1L,



80.16. NAE: riice:

Tellow and rocky ground -- big spreading ceuar with dead
top. U X Zi.




NOL.19. Name: Pricec:

urcen swaleé =-- rocke == brusih --yellow treec miudlegrouna ==
line of cedars beyond -- glimpse of d peak cgainst sky almost
covered by foliage. e X 18 1/%.




w0. Zz. L rriee:

Little slream id cenler -- baink at leit -- slone of troes
at right =-- prussy ridge -- wign trcec backed by olue ridge
agalast blue sky. <0 x Z€.



Mo, <E. Nawe : Price:

Yellow and preen ground -- hbole oi blg trec ev right -=- 3el
low tree &t left -- yellow ridge against deryp blue ridge
against blue sky. 1& x 1.




No. 26. Name: Price:

"dpper Swecetwater" in lovely pale shades. 22 x 30.



No. &l. Name : Price:

witite-Darked sycamore trees at left and rignt of pathn
running out of signt between g reen trees snowing glimpse
of ridee, =0d beyond & blueish ridee apalnst pale sky.loxzc.



No, 44, Name: Price:

Dig rocks and trees and prassy patcn in forcground =----
grassy slore beyond and two brushy slope:s against cloudy
blue sxy. 12 x 16.



No. 46. Nane: ' Price: K

Rolling yellowish grassy foreground == big tree at left.

Woodea draw -- prassy slope to right -- grassy - es be-
yond rollirse -- to wooded ridge against cloudy's 6 x a0.




£0. Mame: Price:

Voane Valley --
rincs left -- folia,.

rolling fore and middle LTodaa,
¢ botn sides -- glimpse of wasn
wocded riuge agazinst a kit of yellow .reen sky. 41

X 34,











































Rowert H. Asier. His Paintings.
No.1. Name: BPrice:

Yellow slope foreground eleed with firs beycnd. Brusn slepe

beyond firs _ 2 blue slopes _ pale sky with clouds -- 22x30".
No.2. Name: Price:
Tan guestion mark on green slope -- caks and firs opeyond

egainst @ greenish mountain and a pale greenish sky. 18xzl.

2
N Oe 3 . Name . - ?ri Q% M‘d‘ Sy ’;"\‘"" 5

e
. ,mﬂ-—,m ’*"'- o TR .
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Several luut slopes: lst- Erasﬁy with two trees in center
backed witsn line of trees! 2nd. tree-covered; haze between
that and 3rd, whicn is tree-covered and hazy; more haze and
4th. hazy slorpe; more haze and tth slore; ditto a 7th ; 8tu
and 9th short ridees. fog line and blue sky at back. 20x28".

No.4. Name: Price:
Hed and yellow swale backed by bushes, colorful undula-

tions backed by line of treess-- hazy strip and wcoded ridge.
Yellow and blue sky. 22xZ6 1/2.

No.E. Name: Frice:
Yellow tree throwing curious shadow -- part of ccnifer in

front and to left -- on green and yellow flat -- blue ridge in
‘background. Very little sky showing. 20x26.

fo.é. Name: Price:
Bushy green foreground -- yellow middleground with a scat-

tering of oaks and firs -- Campsite Hill in background -- big
white bird clouds in greeny-blue sky. 16x20.

No,.7. Name: Price:

Big rock -- Hill cabin -- trees -- far wooded slope, .reen
and purple stippled effect sky. 20 x 16.



(2) Asher's Paintings at Hill's.
No. 8. Name: Price:

Rolling bushy yellow ana green polint -- eucalyptus, green
ridge, blue ridee, greeny-yellow sky. =<0 X 26 1/k.

No. 9. Name: Price:

Slenting-rocks foreground -- part of large ock at left --
siall fir at right -- wooded slope -- nigh bare slope =-- very
liitle pale sky. 20 x 16.

No. 10... Name: e Brice: - » ‘
warm green flat -- part of big tree 5ﬁ %ight and 6ﬁ 1eft}
wocded ridge -- foppy strip -- wooded ridee -- fopgey Sky.
16 x <0.

No. 111. Name: Price:

sradow mottled foreground -- two tree boles at left. bob's
cabin nestled in trees -- oDbrushy ridgc veyond a..d a Very
narrow strip of sky. 14 x 18 1/2.

NO.1lZ. Name: crice:

Rocky ¢reen flat -- two flat ocak trees -- far blue ridee a
and pale greccenish sky. 18 x 21.

No. 13. Name: Prices -

Colorful bushy foreground -- old stone wall (?)--- green
swale -- oak ridge -- two misty blue ridges against a green-
ish sky. 18 x Z21.

No, 1l4. Name: Price:

Little rocky stream -- steep banks -- bkig colorful rucks
at rignt -- little tree withh new foliage at far point of
streai -- trees in full foliage against wnite clouds and pale
sKy. 16 x 20.



(3) Asner's Paiutiangs at hill's.
No. 1C. Name: Price:

Foreground green btrustly slope -- yellow trecs agalinst

deep blue ridges with sunset sky. 20 X z6.
NOo. 16, Name: Price:
Tigcer lilices. 1z = 1L,
No.17. N&me: rPrice:
Pink sunzct. s, - EAN
No.lo. Name: rrice:

Yellow and rocky grounud =-- big spreading cedar with dead
top. 3U X L.

NCc.19. Name: Price:

ureen swale -- rocks -- brusin --yellow tree miadleground --
line ol cedars beyond -- glimpse of a peak against sky almost

covered by foliage. <2 x 18 1/%.
NOs 2U, Name: rrice:

"seacn's Flower-uarden." srush and big rock in colorful
foregrouna -- rocks anc trees at cdee of flat -- bluish

marked nili in vackground against cloudy sky. ze x 80,
w0, 21, Name: «rice:

"Seven Sisters.,”" Little stream rignt tnrough midale ---
clay pvanks, orusn and trecs, and, in background, seven coni-
tfers against bluish kills and a littie pale blue sky at top.

= X Z€.

n0. Z&. Lame s rriee:

Little slream ia center -- bank at leit ~-- slone of trees
al right -- grussy ridge -- wigh trcees backed by ovlue ridge
segalaost vlue sky. 20 x &€.



(4) Asucr's Paintings at hill's.

No. 23. Name: price:

urassy point -- pinkish rocks -- slender shrubs -- one
tree on left - - three smaller trees on right -- mist and
a near tree-covered ridge -- mist and a far misty tree-cover-
ed ridge against a pale greenisn and viue bit of sky. 20x28.

no. 24. Name: rrice:

Colorful broked brusny swale -- big tree at rignt -
rocks at left -- trees beyond outlined against misty- pi
ridge with bunch of blue trees on top -- outlﬁhed

yellowlish mlsty green ‘rldLe -- Dnarrow strip of g
m...a-&w : ~,kﬂ - “ ;

No. 2L Name: Price:

Hocky foreground -- green swaie -- big tree at left --
suarply rising brushy slore at right showing a light colored
ridge against a dark ridge which in turn is outlined against
blue mountain -- sky shading from jale rose through yellow
tc aark greeny blue, 16 x 21,

Ho. €. Name: Price:
Yellow and green ground -- bole of big tree et right -- yel
low tree at left -- yellow ridge against derp blue ridge

se¢ainst blue sky. 1& x 21,

Boc., <7. Name Price:

Cabin at right with trees on edge of blue ccnyapn~— climyg -
cf rid e cpzinet zelewBlue eky. 29 x 22, :

(@]
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No. 26&. Name: Price:

"dpper Swcetwater" in lovely pale shades. 22 x 30.

NO. <9, Name: Price:

Yeilow broken foreground -- yellow tree on lerft -- yellow
riage at rlgut -- pmle Llug trec-wuuded al bze« against vepy
pale sky. 22 x 29 1/2.
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Poiatiaes at Iill‘'re,

nNo. E0. Name Price:

Yellow flowered forecground -- plaalsa slope beyond out-
lined 1a trees apgalnst blue peaan -- some trees and brusn

and blg rocks -- ereenlsl. aild biue bSay. < X S0,
No. &1, Name: Price:

Colorful foreground -- bilg rock on rigntsnowing part of
ptorenouse bekiad it -- trees surrounding teeyres inmiddle
ulvlance. ulimpses of preenisn sSKy. 16 x 20, s

¥,

No., 32. Name: «. Price:

Differcnt view of teepece snowing ferms and rock and trees

in background -- glimpses of sky. 1¢ x <0.
No., &3, Name: Price:

pig rock left -- bigger rock right -- little stream be-
tween. Tree beyond and wooded slop. -- Thnrec dim ridges of

different colors against strip of cloudy sky. <20 x Z6.
No. S4. Name: Price:

Patn running up a rocky brushy slope -- parts of triree
sloping ridees acainst blue sky. 12 3/4 x 17.

No. dSt. nNaiie: rrice:

Jry pgrass foreground -- small rocks and brush -- pale
pale preen tree about center, Trees and obrushy hill slope
beyond against pzle blue sky. 12 x 16.

No. &6. Nane: Frice:

Dark foreground -- big old tree apainst distant plue ridge
and neavy clouded sky. 20 x 16.
No. &7. Name: Price:

Rocky point with one spindley &ree at left center against
a misty green wooded ridge witn light mist beyond and anotier
wooded ridge. Pale sky. e X R€.



(6)  Asher's Paintiaps at Hill's.

No., JU. Name: Price:

DUugeesled road between rocky banks -- tree centler leit --
otner trceces right -- distant wooued riage. he=vy clouds witn

darkK liniliges across sky. la x 1s.
No. 9. Name: Price:

“Postmen'e lrail." Relling golden.precn foregroundggud
ceater -- four trees on top of ridge at left -- SRR
smaller trecs at right -- three distant misty gj
aeainst a pale sxy.” ' E6 x 20,

&
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No. 40, Name: ' - Price: J)f
Heavy snadow of trecs on golden grourd -- big rock at
risnt witn snadowed green underside -- bilg rccks and trees

at back ocutlined apainst distant brushy ridge. rale sky.
1€ x Z<.

No. 41. Narme: Price:
Wwhite-barked sycamore trees at left and rignt of patn

running out of sight between grecn trees snowing glimpse
of ridee, =znd beyond a blueish ridge apalnst pale sky.loxzc.

No. 42, Neawme s Price:

Slopine brashy foreground 1/< big tree, and rock, on

right -- tree on left -- wooded draw -- brushy slorpe
to right -- ana trnen draw and higher scantily wooded ridge at
back against a pale sky. <6 1/2 x 21 i/4.

No. 43. Ne.e: Price:

Stream bed with big rocks in foreground. Snadowed valley
floor witin saddle norse under four big plnes -- wash and

vwooued riugze against cloudy blue sky. 28 x 0 1/%.
No, 44. Name: Price:

Big rocks and trees and prassy patch in forevground ----
erassy slore beyond and itwe brushy slopes against cloudy
blue sxy. 12 x 16.



(7) Asner's Pictures at hill's,
No. 4t Neme: Price:

Grassy ycllow foreground -- flat gray rocks -- one
shrub -- grassy slope beyound wooded draw -- a brusht slope

beyond and a faint glimpse of distant blue ridge agalnst
cloudy sky. 1z x 1€.

No, 46. Nanme: ‘ Price: K

Rolline yellomish grassy ioreéround - blg tree at left.

T T L
No. 47. Name: _

Rocks in yellow grassy foreground -- single tree beyond
at left -- clump at right -- wvrushy ridges beyond against
etea¥-gky cloudy sky. 14 x 1E&.

No. 48. Name Price:

Suggestion of road petween big rocks in colorful fore-
rournd. Brusny wooded ridges with four nigher trces on
op agalnst sky line at right -- at left a blue ridge --

tnunder heads against greeny sky at top. 21 1/4 x Z€.

No. 4%. Name: Price:

Close up of Tecepee with tree at lelt -- broken tree at
right --other trees andtwo wooded ridges beyond against
rich green ana blue sky. c< » <6.

No. £0. Name : Price:

voane Valley -- rollin
& fore and middle ¢ rounc
pines left -- fOllabe botr sides o o
wooded ridge apeins

Big
-- glimpse of wash and
t & bit of yellow preen sky. 41 1/2

X 34,

¥



Yictures Painted by ReheAsner oelonging to Alice L.P.hill.

Al mesa Granue -- yellow swale -- poplar tree at left --
Povam Lodge pump hicuse 1. c. trees and brush dotted slopes
beyond, A lelt Lllmrsc of blue ridge -- pale sky. le x 1€,

BB:C.kssa Granae, big rock at right --rocky brushy foregrouna
-- treces -- aina distant glimpses of peaks and woouceu slopesn --
blue peak center vack -- cloudy sky. 1z » 1€.

B wese Grande. Boles of two trees scadine forecground ----
Orusiy Or woodea draw -- wecod dotted nllls veyond -- glin
0ol pale sky. 12 x 16. i

D: "Haloed Trees' in cedar bark frame. Tall grass 1

ground -- grasey slope to knoll center and up to”trcesf‘ "y
Trees at top of knoll tmrowing neavy shade and n N 58 I B
i Lk -~ halocgy groeh DcyOnQ = Lwo wooued B §}
r e LO I'lgh e %@Mlabt 3&; % g£recid SKy .

: ) i £ -

e Pine killed by pine beetles -- agalnst green

sky flecked witih wnite wisps ol cloud. 40 x Z4. p
¥ Crayon sketcn of rcad andtrees at Baiiey's. 10 x1l4.

G: Crayon of hkill cabin from fern patch. 9 x 1Z.

H: Green floor of valley after rain. Big yellow tree on

left -- sky reflected in watecr center -- bit of rocky slore
al right --grecn ycllow and orange colorca trees zlong swale
aaa &l back preen ridge acainst cloudy sky. 1z X 1€.

k: Parcned foregreund -- bare sycamore at 1left -- ifreen trees
at rignt -- pgreen alfalfa patcen in miudle distance -- trecs --
yellow,tan, and gray ridges beycnd -- stecp and rocky against
rale sky. << x 30,

d: luunel tnrougin the liiac on road to top of rFrench Valley
nill. le x 1ls.

K Path trougl ¢rassy crening -- past rose tulcket --. trees
Deyoua -- preen ridees -- blue ridees -- precuncy~blue sky.l8x2

, 18 x. ékl
L "Lark mcsdow." Green with yellow drlfts of flowers --
fencc across foreground. Hills beyond witi scattered clumps
of trces -- blue peak left -- rid&c beyond -- sky tull of
thnunuer heads,. ce X 30.

hil Long vista of Doane Vzlley -- pines each side -- wooded
ridge against pale sky. 16 x 0.

N "Wind." bBrusny ledge -- pale ridees ggalast storm

clouds -- two tall slim trees in foregrouad blown by wind.? 1/
7 1/2 x 10.

O: JForepground little stream -- steep cut vanks rignht and part

ly seen left -- willows beyond -- then conitfers -- and a

wooded ridee against & dark gray-blue sky. 12 x 16.
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P: "warcn of tue Gliants." Odd siaped lrees marcning across
Lrassy mcadow -- wocaed ridge to rignt. blue San migcuel ag
aealnst cloudy suliset sky. <2 x 3C.

Q: woodland with glimpses of grass opening in center. 1n
the ripnt center the bole of the tree is red. 14 x 18.

R: big rocks in right foregrouand -- yellow trees left ---

cotuilfers rignt -- glimpses of meadow in betvwcen -- tree#

clad ridges to strip of cloudy sky. 14 x 18. 4

M ’l

S rrenchnman's Cabin in Lower Frenbhﬂ?ﬁlley -- a sunset
picture with long shadow to foreground from cabjn. Kocks? *ﬁk

lL.It -- trecs rignt --*wpouea rldﬁe at back ataltﬁkyellﬁb

L8l SKY. _

;L”T: R . T < i s ;' K
L1ee r.c. -- scattered trees edgeing distance outlljugg 'y S
galnst wvlue riage. ClOJdJ blue sky -- all clouds pink un-
ger side -- purgle above 1in blue eventas rry.

u: Retky ;oint witn three Dag t o "es toner2d by swnilght--
in distance left nand woody ridge Llue -- rignt hand ridee
scaltered trees ana sunlit -- far ridges misty -- sky pale
yellowlisun. < X 0.

g Yellow point -- pig sycamore left vending over rocks
ceinter -- bluelsh ridge -- with yellow road -- sky blue--
everytning very srringlike in color and suggesticn. 1leg X 1€.

Wi bilg trees framing a suiilit meadow with cabin at far
edee backed by Lign wooded ridges -- wee glimpse of pale
sky. 14 x 1é&.

Al Voaric valley in Fall -- yellow trees al left -- greea aad
yellow trces eacn sifie of shadow striped grass and gray rocks.
In distance canyon up Morgan Hill -- sunlit in ridges -- fall
foliage -- glimpee of cloudy sky. 12 x 16.
) “'U 2 .E

Y: Brusry green foreground lookiug across ridges to Salton
Sea and ridges veyond. 9 x 13. e ,

g

VA rcst card picture of Doane Valley painted ia o0ils,

C.XK. reregoing correct. Jdune 26, 1939.

(Ol ot Aaten
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