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Gordon Stuart self-published his memoir San Diego Back Country 1901 in 1966.  
His book is largely centered in Poway, and Stuart travelled widely, with 
considerable text on San Diego and its back country. In 1904, Gordon Stuart stayed 
for a month at Samuel Striplin’s place in Pedley Valley on Palomar Mountain.  That 
section of Stuart’s book follows with supplemental material.  
 
 

 
Gordon Stuart 

 
 



 



 



Stuart and Wattson travelled up the Trujillo Trail which went up the south side of 
Palomar Mountain and was later replaced by Highway S6. The new road he 
mentions is the Nate Harrison Grade on the west. 
 

 
Trujillo Trail up the south side of Palomar Mountain, August 1896. Percy Smith Cox photo 

 
 
 
 
 



 



 



 



Samuel Striplin’s sawmill was located in what is now known as Pedley Valley. 
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Gordon Stuart refers to George Doane’s anthem, which is referred to as Doane’s 
Hay Hanthem in Robert Asher’s memoir “My Palomar.” It is an old joke about two 
British sailors who were talking over their shore leave experiences, and George 
Doane was evidently famous for his spirited rendition; Asher says Doane “always 
brought down the house.” The story goes that one sailor had been to a cathedral and 
had heard some very fine music, and was commenting on an anthem which had 
given him much pleasure. His shipmate listened for a while and then said, “I say, 
Bill, what’s a hantham?” “What,” replied Bill, “do you mean to say you don’t know 
what a hantham is?” “Not me.” “Well, then, I’ll tell yer. If I was to tell yer, ‘Ere 
Bill, giv me that ‘andspike,” that wouldn’t be a hantham; but was I to say, ‘Bill, 
Bill, Bill, giv, giv, giv me, give me that, Bill, giv me, giv me that hand, giv me that 
hand, handspike, spike, spike, Bill, giv, giv me that, that hand, handspike, hand, 
handspike, spike, spike, spike, ah-men, ah-men. Billgivmethathandspike, spike, ah-
men!’ why that would be a hantham.” 
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Edward H. Davis wrote about 
Bill Nelson in his “Palomar 
and the Stars” memoir, writing 
that Bill Nelson was about six 
feet, four inches tall, “gaunt 
and drawn out, but immensely 
strong.” 
[archive.org/details/davis-
palomar-stars_20230205] 
 
Davis has a different origin 
story for Bill Nelson, saying 
his father was a cavalry officer 
in Arizona, and when Bill was 
two years old, Bill’s mother 
died at Fort Yuma. His father 
left him in charge of Captain 
Dye who kept the Carrizo 
Station on the Butterfield 
Stage Route, and later moved 
to Spring Hill, raising grain 
which he freighted and sold to 
the Butterfield station in the 
desert. Bill Nelson was cruelly 
treated and beaten and when 
eight years old, was taken 
away by Billy Warnock of 
Ballena who then raised him. 
 
Davis writes that “there was 
always a strange kink in his 
brain; he became bemused, 

due, people thought, to too much abuse and punishment when a child, and undoubtedly being 
struck over the head. It took the form of a sort of nostalgia, an uncontrollable desire to go home, 
to leaves his job at any time or any place and head for home. He might leave his job cutting hay, 
baling, threshing, or driving team, for a day or a week, then return and resume his job as usual. 
When he left he would leave his fork in a hay stack and without a word, walk off.” 
 
Davis writes that Bill Nelson “married an Indian woman at La Joya Indian Reservation, 
Manuela Guassac, and had six children, all of whom received a good education and who were 
well respected.” 
 


