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The National Science Foundation's Office of Polar Programs sponsored Norbert Wu on an Artist's 
and Writer's Grant project, in which Peter Brueggeman participated. One outcome from Wu's 
endeavor is this Field Guide. This Field Guide builds upon principal photography by Norbert Wu, 
with photos from other photographers, who are credited on their photographs and above. This Field 
Guide is intended to facilitate underwater/topside field identification from visual characters. 
Organisms were identified from photographs with no specimen collection. Therefore these 
identifications are to the taxonomic level possible from photographs, and there can be some  
uncertainty in identifications solely from photographs.  
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rubber sponge Leucetta leptoraphis 
 

 
 
Leucetta leptoraphis is found in 
Antarctica from shallow depths down 
to 450 meters [1,2,3]. The color of L. 
leptoraphis is light tan, greyish-white 
to olive-green, and (rarely) pink 
[2,3].  
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Leucetta leptoraphis is less commonly seen, being 
0.2% of the benthic surface cover and 0.04% of the 
sponge biomass at a Cape Armitage site [2]. L. 
leptoraphis may be found attached to the valves of 
Limatula hodgsoni or small rocks and is usually 
found in the third benthic zone below 33 meters at 
Cape Armitage [2].  

An extract from L. leptoraphis has antibacterial and 
antiyeast activity [4].  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Taxonomic Note: Sometimes the species name is misspelled as leptorhapsis. 
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